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B    OOMERS thinking about a career 
change, a pay rise or greater work 
fl exibility are being encouraged to 
take part in internet and email train-

ing. Richmond-based digital media company 
WallCann delivers email and internet man-
agement training courses internationally. 
WallCann is working with boomers - and 

businesses which target over-50s - to help 
increase their employment opportunities.
Electronics and ICT Association of SA mar-

keting manager Jayne Osborne says local IT 
and communications companies are still 
struggling to fi nd staff, despite the global 
economic downturn.
‘‘There are 30,000 people employed in this 

industry in South Australia and it generates 
about $7.5 billion in revenue,’’ Ms Osborne 
says. ‘‘This whole boomer market is largely 
untapped, in terms of their introduction (and 
understanding) of email and internet tech-
nology.’’ 
Furthermore, boomers should not be dis-

couraged about having to compete with 
younger people for IT jobs.
‘‘A lot of employers like to work with mature-

age people... because of their work ethic and 
life experience,’’ she says.
Independent Living Care & Mobility Centre 

(ILCMC) manager Rick Simmons has been 
working with WallCann to develop the com-
pany’s website. ILCMC sells and leases 
mobility aids, such as scooters and shower 
chairs, through agents and online.
 WallCann has started training people who 

are interested in earning commission from 
selling ILCMC’s products, via the company’s 
website.
‘‘It gives people the opportunity to do some-

thing they have never done,’’ Mr Simmons 
says.
 ‘‘The actual system itself is very easy to 

learn and you don’t need to be 100 per cent 
computer literate.’’
WallCann managing director Clive Wallace 

says the global fi nancial crisis has created a 
‘‘surge of interest’’ in door-to-door sales 
companies, such as Avon. 
‘‘Online referral marketing and selling is 

suitable for any age because it is not physi-
cally demanding work and can be done from 
home, and to fi t around existing commit-
ments,’’ he says. 
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BOOMER CAREERS

Opportunities are there for 
those willing to study, writes 
Alexandra Economou. 

Learning 
to reach 
your full 
potential

Drew Canning, front, and Megan Yoerger of WallCann with Rick Simmons of 
Independent Living Care and Mobility Centre.

Volunteering SA & NT Inc

The Your Best Years Project is 
funded by the Australian Government 

Department of Health and Ageing

The Value of Volunteering

If you want to reap the benefi ts of volunteering, such as new contacts
 experience and a sense of well-being by sharing your talents and time with others in need

 then just contact us on (08) 8221 7177 or for country callers 1300 135 545
 or visit our website www.volunteeringsa.org.au
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